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*‘pﬁv " Winter Adult Sunday School

We are moving toward Thanksgiving,
which means the fall Sunday School quarter is
almost over and the winter quarter is soon to
begin!

On November 30, to finish out the fall
quarter, we will have an Alleluia Hour (all
Sunday School classes combine in the Main
Gathering). We are in for a treat! The choir
Sunday School class, taught by Danielle
Sommers, will be sharing their music program.
Please join us for this time of worship!

As you are wrapping up your current
Sunday school classes, be thinking ahead
about what you would like to learn this winter.
Here are the winter offerings:

e Exploring the Torah — taught by Jamie
Manbeck, Alicia Showers, and Danielle

Sommers

e The Middle - a class on the
Deuterocanon (“Apocrypha”) taught by
Steve White

e Still More Questions — taught by Vicki
Bastian

e 1 -3 John - taught by Mark Hofmann
e Listen and Discuss: Podcasts 2.0 —
taught by Laura Zimmerman

Watch for announcements with more
detailed descriptions of the class topics and
sign-up sheets in the Main Entry over the
coming weeks. (Please try to sign up as it
makes planning class locations easier.) The
Winter Sunday School quarter begins on
December 7.

Michelle Herman & Jamie Manbeck
Adult Sunday School Coordinators
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ettle Cook Soup Salf
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10:30 -1:00
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Proceeds Benefit Medical
Needs in the Community

As you can see, we will be holding our
annual Kettle Cook Soup Sale on November
29 from 10:30 am -1:00 pm. We would love if
you would share about our sale with friends
and family in the community!
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Men, we are still in need of volunteers to
make this event happen. Prep will happen on
Friday, the 28", starting at 8 am. We will need
help on Saturday, starting at 7 am until
approximately 1 pm. If you are interested in
helping, please sign up on the Men's Ministry
board.

If you have any questions, feel free to reach
out to me or Kurt ligen.

Zach Showers

Happy Thanksgiving!



Coffee

Some of us enjoy a cup or mug of Java
each morning, | know | do! Have you benefited
from the coffee bar in the Main Entry this year?
If you have, would you do me a favor?

Gable House Bakery has decided to donate
the commercial coffeemaker to our church,
instead of giving us an invoice to pay. This is
HUGE! These machines cost over $2,000
new, used ones usually half that. Nikki's
donation is a blessing and just once again
shows her heart for our community and in
particular, our church.

| will have a thank you card at each of the
bar tables near the coffeemaker, would you
please stop by and sign it? Even beyond that,
would you stop by the Bakery and support her
small business? Times are tough for us all, but
we still enjoy supporting each other, and this is
a small way to express our gratitude to her.

So, enjoy your coffee. Splash some milk or
creamer into it, sip it during Sunday school or
worship, while you rehearse before church or
serve in the Children’s Ministry. And as you
enjoy it, think of the kindness shown to us from
Nikki. Stop by the bakery for something to go
with your coffee, if you’re going through town.

Supporting each other is showing
hospitality, and we are all called to do that.

Thanks to Karen Beiler and Donita Keister
for being here early Sunday mornings to get
everything rolling. Thanks to all on the HCMT
for persevering through a big year. I'm super
grateful for each member of this team. Truly.

Blessings,
Sheri Reimer

“LCet your light shine before men in such a
way that they may see your good works, and

glorify your Father who is in fieaven.”
Matthew 5:16




What Does Our Future Hold?

At our November Church Council meeting the
following items were addressed:

Council approved a recommendation from the
Ministries Coordinating Team (MCT) to enter the
process of withdrawal from the Church of the
Brethren. Prior to the vote, a discussion of the
report from the Denomination Affiliation Committee
(DAC) was led by Steve Richard, DAC chairperson.
Questions and comments about the report were
shared and a very respectful discussion was held.
MCT recommended this decision require a two-
thirds majority which was agreed to by Council.
This vote only begins the process of withdrawing.
A vote by written ballot will be conducted by the
Southern PA District at a later date and will require
two-thirds approval for withdrawal. If that vote is
affirmative all ties to the Church of the Brethren will
be severed and Buffalo Valley will be required to
pay double our fair share to the District in order to
release our property from the District. In order to
get our legal affairs in order in case this occurs we
do not see this vote being taken until the beginning
of next year. One of the items we need to address
is a new name for our faith community. We will be
providing a format for the faith community to make
suggestions. Ultimately, Council will select a new
name.

It is important to remember that we are not
considering this move because we want to move
away from our anabaptist heritage or the
ordinances and practices we hold dear. We will be
strengthening our polity to reflect this intention.
The reasoning for this change is well documented
in the DAC report and | encourage you to read it if
you have not done so. We have always valued
dialogue in our faith community so feel free to
engage one another and anyone on MCT or DAC
with your thoughts and questions.

Church Council also approved the 2026 budget
which will require giving of approximately $9,200
per week. We have increased our giving to
missions over the last several years and our desire
is to continue to love one another well. Please
consider how you might extend God’s blessings to
others through our ministries.

Church Council approved the formation of a
Pastoral Search Team (PST) to begin the search
for a family pastor. Three of the positions on this
team will be called from the faith community
through our calling process. Other members of the

team will include team leaders from the Adult
Ministry Team, Children’s Ministry Team, Youth &
Young Adult Ministry Team (YAYAT) as well as
Megan Wetzel, Eric Kaufmann, and Eric Reamer.
Team leader elect for YAYAT will also be included.

In other news:

MCT has scheduled a retreat for February 6 - 7.
We will be working on developing the scope of work
for the PST as well as a job description for the
Family Pastor position. Prior to the retreat there
will also be survey of the faith community asking for
your input on the Family Pastor position. As you
can see, we have a lot of decisions to make in the
coming months.

My door is always open for any questions or
concerns you may have. In order to navigate all
the current issues before us it will require us to
listen to one another with open hearts and
abounding grace. The same grace our heavenly
Father extends to us every day. Please remember
our community in your daily prayers.

Brian Keister, MCT Chairperson

Operation Christmas Child

- We did it! This year we were able
to meet our goal of sending 400 shoeboxes to
spread the Good News! Whether you donated
items or money, helped with packing, or just
simply prayed for this mission, THANK YOU!
Because of you, 400 children will now have the
opportunity to learn about God'’s love.

Please continue to pray for these
shoeboxes as they are distributed and for the
children who will receive them!

Kelsey Zimmerman

December Young Adult Activities
Young Adults (18 - 30 yrs)

Pastor K meets with Young Adults on the
third Wednesday of the month, 6:30 pm, to test
food, listen to each other’s lives, and ask
challenging faith questions. Check out our
BVCOB Young Adults Messenger chat group,
or contact Pastor K for details.

Pastor K



Raise Right Holiday Gift Card Campaign
S As we continue to keep track of our
Pave the Way, we are also offering a
Special Holiday Gift Card Campaign through Raise
Right. Get cards for the places you go or buy some
gift cards for the holiday season. These funds will
continue to pay for the Pave the Way Project as
well as build additional capital to pay for future
building expenses.

Order forms were put in your mailbox
highlighting some of the more local options for
retailers, dining etc. and there are additional forms
at the welcome table. For a full breadth of gift
cards please go to the website at
https://lwww.raiseright.com. You can use the
paper order form or go directly to the website at
www.raiseright.com. If you haven’t yet signed up
you can set up a family account on the website and
under “manage nonprofits” use Enroliment Code:
6916BB3729429 to add the church so that BVCOB
gets the contribution.

Order Online or by paper and checks are
payable to Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren.
Reference Christmas Gift Card Fundraiser. Orders
are due by December 5%,

Stale Gift Card Inventory

Update: We sold $600 of the stale gift card
inventory in October and we have much more left in
stock. Here are the gift cards left in inventory as of
October 31st. We earn between 2.5% - 10% on
these cards:

Card Denomination #Available
Walmart $100 9
Walmart $25 2
Sheetz $100 27
CVS $25 8
Bath & Body $25 15
Bath & Body $50 3
Dairy Queen $10 5
Starbucks $10 3
Subway $10 6

For Weis or Wengers cards we hold a solid
inventory of various denominations, please check
at the welcome desk for availability or for
preordering cards.

Feel free to share this information with friends
and family.

Thank you for your consideration and support.
Please reach out to a member of the finance team,
church staff or leadership if you have any
questions.

Heather Buttorff, Finance Ministry Team

@% Buffalo Gals End of Year Updates

We’'re almost at the end of the year, but the
Women’s Ministry has one final event. Mark
your calendars and sign up at the Women’s
Ministry board for the annual Christmas party
on December 16" at 6 pm in the Son Room.
Please bring a dish to share. Please also bring
a dozen cookies, if you’re able, for us to pack
up during the party to be handed out to local
EMS and firefighters the next day. There will
also be a game and a craft to participate in if
you'd like. We would love for you to join us,
even if just for the food and fellowship. It's
always a memorable evening!

Looking forward into next year, the first
brunch of 2026 will be on January 24",

Serving on the Women’s Ministry over the
last two years has been an extremely
meaningful experience. I've seen many
different women volunteer their time in various
capacities, care for each other, host their own
events, or even start their own community-
building groups and Bible studies. That's
exactly what is needed to build a community! |
very much appreciate the opportunity to have
served in this capacity, and am looking forward
to seeing what the future brings.

- Elaina Richard, 717-979-6732
elaina.miller008@gmail.com

We have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world. I John 4:14
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The Mission Ministry Team has had a busy
year reaching out to others with your help! |
am so very happy with all the help from
everyone with the Recycling program and in
“Feeding the Bin” for Community Aid. What a
helpful Church family! We finished our
Operation Christmas Child for this year and
now more children will hear the Gospel
message. Before too long, we will be gearing
up for another week in Westernport where the
team serves well. Would you consider being a
part of this mission trip? We serve Dwell by
collecting needed items twice a year. We also
reach out to many ministries throughout the
year.

| want to take this opportunity to thank the
members of the team: Jeff Benner, Kornelius
Reimer, Janice Shively, Alicia Showers, Kelsey
Zimmerman and Pastor Eric. We have worked
so well together and | have enjoyed leading
this team for the past six years and know it will
be in good hands going forward. We do need
some new team members since there are two
that will also be leaving the team. Would you
be willing to be part of a team that is always
looking for ways to reach beyond our walls?
Please pray about it and let me or Pastor Eric
know.

Serving Well,
Vicki Bastian

~ Upcoming Sermon Series
7)1
Our Advent series this year begins on
November 30t". We are going to focus on the
life of Mary. Mary’s life is instructive for us,
both in her words and actions. We will look at
the angel’s pronouncement to Mary about the
baby Jesus, Mary’'s words as she Vvisits
Elizabeth and the story of the birth of Jesus.

We have four weeks in all, plus Christmas
Eve. | hope you will join us for this series.
Plus, if you are not part of the Facebook
sermon group | would encourage you to join so
you can follow along in a discussion leading up
to the sermon. You can search for “Buffalo
Valley Sermon Group” and ask to be invited.

God Bless,
Pastor Eric

Do You Have An
Offering Envelope?

If you have an offering envelope number
it is important that you place your offering in
the envelope on a Sunday morning, in order to
receive credit for your donation.

Church Email Lists

news@bvcob.com
BVCOB church news & events

prayer@bvcob.com
prayer requests

share-ads@bvcob.com
requests for help (moves, yardwork, rides,
childcare, etc.), yard sales, items for sale, etc

=
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BVCOB Youth & Young Adults: tor
Fasto
PIT “Together passionately pursue
& demonstrate the transforming life of Christ.”

Seek the Lord Where He may be found
“The heavens are telling the glory of God;
And the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech,

And night to night declares knowledge.”

- Psalm 19:1-2

We can find God anywhere. Paul reiterates this
in his theological treatise of Romans: “For what can
be known about God is plain... because God has
shown it. Ever since the creation of the world his
eternal power and divine nature, invisible though
they are, have been understood and seen through
the things he has made.” (Romans 1:19-20).

Both Paul and David experience and expect
changed lives after encountering God: Paul - “/
appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship... Be transformed by the renewing
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God” (Rom. 12:1-2). David - “Let the words
of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my
redeemer” (Ps. 19:14).

So, where do you experience God? Or maybe
to help soften that question- when or where have
you had sacred experiences? A time when you felt
more whole, and like you belonged? It might be a
conversation where you felt heard and understood,
or that you understood someone else, or when you
took in a vast night sky and felt small and held at
the same time, or listening to a song or sitting in
prayer and you felt connected to God. Sacred
moments can be defined as moments when we are
pulled beyond the bounds of our individual selves,
and we get a glimpse into the vast, entwined,
eternal network of living beings that we are in
relationship with. This will often happen at the
beginning and end of life - with both joy and sorrow.
The authors above see these moments all around
us. God has made it plain - he reaches out to us
everyday.

We may miss it because we get hurried and
involved with necessary and mundane life. And
ironically it often happens at this time of year when
we get focused on celebrating the birth of God on
earth.

So, just a nudge - reminder - encouragement to
pause and notice God’s touch around you. As the
natural world slows down in this season, give
yourself permission to follow suit and rest in God.
Notice God. Experience God.

May it transform you as so many before you.
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us
run with perseverance the race that is set before
us...” (Hebrews 12:1).

Peace, Pastor K

o/ Youth News
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Upcoming Youth Events
December 7 - No Youth
December 14 — Youth
- Christmas Party from 3 - 5 pm
December 21 - Planning at 11 am
January 2 - Youth - Lock In from 8 pm to 8 am
January 4 - No Youth
January 11 - Youth 3 -5 pm
January 18 - Planning at 11 am
January 25 - Youth 3 -5 pm

Look for all the details for the Christmas
Party and Lock In on Teamsnap!

And looking even further ahead into 2026,
the Youth Retreat will be Feb 20 - 22! Mark
your calendars.

Please let Stacy Mast or Pastor K know if
you have any questions!

Stacy Mast, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
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Behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.
Luke 2:10
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From Your Lead Pastor,

Lesson from a Prophet and a Widow

In our Tuesday morning men’s Bible study, we
are reading through 1 Kings. A couple of weeks
ago we read a passage from 1 Kings chapter 17.
Elijah has proclaimed a God-inspired drought. God
directed Elijah to a widow from whom God says He
will supply food for Elijah. He asks the widow to
give him some water and a little bread. She
answers Elijah: ““As the Lord your God lives, | do
not have bread, only a handful of flour in a bin, and
a little oil in a jar; and see, | am gathering a couple
of sticks that | may go in and prepare it for myself
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”

It's interesting that God doesn’t send Elijah to a
wealthy person with plenty of bread but to a poor
widow about to prepare her last meal. Elijah then
says to her: “Do not fear; go and do as you have
said, but make me a small cake from it first, and
bring it to me; and afterward make some for
yourself and your son. ' For thus says the Lord
God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up,
nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord
sends rain on the earth.”

The Bible tells us the following: “’* So she went
away and did according to the word of Elijah; and
she and he and her household ate for many days.
16 The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of
oil run dry, according to the word of the Lord which
He spoke by Elijah.”

This is a spectacular miracle. Did you notice
that Elijah commands the woman to FIRST make
Elijah a small cake and then make some for herself
and her son. He connects this act of obedience
with a promise about the flour and oil not running
out. We don’t know exactly how this miracle was
performed but | think it's pretty clear that the
woman used all that she had to make Elijah the
cake and then God supernaturally multiplied the
flour and oil. | don’t think God multiplied the flour
and oil until AFTER the woman obeyed.

It would have been easy for the woman to obey
if God had first multiplied the flour/oil. It was more
difficult for her to obey before the multiplication.
She had a little oil, a little flour and a lot of promise.
She chose to believe the promise and she received
an incredible blessing.

Have you ever been in this situation? Like the
woman, you read or were told a promise from God
that required you to first obey Him and then the
blessing would come after? This is a principle that
we see often in God’s word. When we put God
first, we will not be disappointed in what God
provides after our obedience. This principle flows
through the counsel we are given on giving our
resources, in prayer, in determining the agenda of
our lives and much more.

Put God first. Trust the promises that you've
been given. The things you need won’t run dry.
You'll have what you need and God will be glorified
in your obedience.

God Bless, Pastor Eric
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The Mission Ministry Team has added a
new ministry for financial and prayer support in
2026. The ministry is called Christian Mission
to Gaza. Here is a brief paragraph from their
website: “Christian Mission to Gaza (CMG)
exists to work with our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, to provide practical and spiritual
assistance to the families of Gaza, one of the
most densely populated and impoverished
areas in the world. CMG also serves
persecuted Christians in the Middle East, while
informing the world of the faith and courage of
these brothers and sisters, thereby inspiring
believers to a deeper level of commitment to
Christ and involvement in His Great
Commission.

We acknowledge that throughout Scripture
God commands that refuge, provision,
protection, and justice be extended to those
who seek asylum; therefore, CMG stands,
supports, and advocates for refugees, widows,
and orphans, as mandated by the word of God.
CMG applies the Good News of Jesus Christ
and the Good News of His love to the spiritual,
physical, and social needs of the people of
Gaza, the West Bank, and the Middle East
through community development, discipleship,
and relationship.”

| was able to speak to the founder of CMG
on the phone in October and also researched
the ministry on the internet. If you'd like to
know more, you can visit the website at
cmz2g.org.

God Bless,
Pastor Eric for the Mission Ministry Team

~=3\ CHURCH CALENDAR

For the complete view of the current official
calendar including facility in use items visit the
church website, www.bvcob.com.

Serving in Malaysia

As you have probably heard by now,
Ashley Wetzel no longer needs financial
support to continue serving in Malaysia. She
plans at this point to serve until November
2026. She has plenty of financial support to
carry her through until then.

Thank you so much to those who have
faithfully supported her financially.

Please continue to lift her in prayer as she
serves the Lord.

Vicki Bastian, for Mission Ministry

LOOKING AHEAD IN 2026
February 14 — Couple’s Banquet
February 20 — 22 — Youth Retreat
February 21 — 28 — Dominican Mission Trip
March 28 — Easter Egg Fair
April 2 — Love Feast
May 3 — Church Council Meeting
June 6 — Strawberry Festival
June 17 — Day Camp Beginnings
July 11 — 17 — Westernport Mission Trip
July 26 — Church Picnic
September 6 — 9 — Women’s Beach Retreat
October 4 — Love Feast
November 1 — Church Council Meeting

November 28 — Kettle Cook



The Lamplighter

Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren
46 Brethren Church Rd
Mifflinburg PA 17844

Return Service Requested

The Lamplighter
Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren
46 Brethren Church Road
Mifflinburg PA 17844
www.bvcob.com

Lead Pastor — Rev. Eric S. Reamer
(570) 837-9393

Donita J. Keister, Associate Pastor
for Children & Pastoral Care

Eric M. Kauffman, Associate Pastor
for Youth & Young Adults

Editors — Jeff & Vicki Bastian
Church Office/Kitchen (570) 966-1183
churchoffice@bvcob.com

8:30 AM - Sunday school
9:45 AM - Worship Service




