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Prayer for Our Dominican Mission Trip
We have thirteen people signed up for our
trip which will take place February 8 - 17, 2019.
Those who are going are listed below:
Heather Buttorff
Meghan Wetzel
Jo Hurst
Chris Graham
Eric Reamer
Kurt Ilgen
Gaylord Hoover

Ashley Wetzel
Lynda Jarrett
Jeff Bastian
Tom Styers
Dan Manbeck
Jim Libby

We will be working on constructing a church
building as well as attending the Dominican
Annual Conference.
Please pray that our trip would be
encouraging to our Dominican brothers and
sisters and spiritually growing for each of us.
Thanks for helping to raise just under
$11,000 to help purchase the land for the
church.
If you have any questions about the trip or
how you can be a part of it from home, please
don’t hesitate to ask anyone who is going on
the trip or anyone on the Mission Ministry
Team.
Pastor Eric

Peace in our lives,
Peace in our homes,
Peace in our hearts

Only Jesus can give us
the Peace that we seek!!

Friday Fun Night
Continues
Programming is from 6:30 – 8 pm, with
open gym/activity time from
6 to 6:30 pm and 8 to 8:30 pm.
Friday Fun Night (FFN) is open to any kid
currently in K through 5th grades.
Each night is divided between organized
game/activity time and Bible learning, with a
focus on understanding how the Bible fits
together and is applied to our lives. We will
cover the Bible this year from the perspective
of a Bible Character.
Kids are encouraged to bring their Bibles,
bring their friends, and bring an attitude ready
to become FRIENDS WITH GOD!
Snacks Provided
Friday Fun
Come to the church for a
few hours of fun and fellowship!
This event is for ages
Kindergarten through 5th grades.
Invite your friends!
December 14th, 21st, and 28th
January 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
Teresa Chambers for Children’s Ministry Team

Women’s Christmas Tea
You are cordially invited to a Women’s
Christmas Tea on December 8th from 9 am –
11 am at the home of Mike and Carol
Manbeck, 426 Airport Road, Lewisburg.
Please sign up on the sheet posted on the
Women’s Ministry Bulletin Board in the Main
Entry indicating that you are coming and the
dish you plan to bring to share. We look
forward to a time of eating, encouragement
and enrichment.
Carol Manbeck

Youth & Young Adult Lineup
Young Adults:
2nd Thursday: Wing Night
4th Wednesday Night: PB&J
(Pizza, Blockbusters & Jesus)

Youth (6th - 12th grade)
Regular Sunday Evening Times: 6 – 8 pm
December Theme: Family/Parents

FAMILY GINGERBREAD NIGHT
December 7 from 6:00 - 8:30 pm
Sign-ups are closed but you
can contact the Church Office to
be put on the waiting list if there
are cancellations.
Teresa Chambers for Children’s Ministry Team

December 2 from 6 – 8 pm
“Grey Wolf”
{Why We Love Parents} [Wide]
December 9 from 6 – 8 pm
{Building Trust} [Deep]
December 16 from 3 – 6 pm
Christmas Caroling [Worship]
December 23 from 5 – 8 pm
Christmas Party! [Fun]
December 30 from 6 – 8 pm
Movie Night
Youth Events:
December 23 - Christmas Party
December 28 - 29 - Lock-In
Pastor K

PIT – Youth Ministry
Passionate for,
Intimate with,
Transformed by CHRIST

Holy Events, Holy Moments
(From daily Instagram reflections)
“I am the true vine and my Father is the
gardener… I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit. Apart from me you
can do nothing.”
John 15:1, 5
It could be easy to take this as a threat ‘stay with me or else… you are nothing.’ That
is the attitude of this culture: ‘you are either
one of us… or you are against us.’ But we
have to remember, Jesus is getting ready to
walk out the door to willingly die demonstrating
his love for God and humanity (us). Can we
hear it as more of a loving plea? A parent
pleading with a child to listen for their own
good. Jesus knows the source of life, hope,
and peace he is connected to. He yearns for
us to take advantage of that life source as well.
He also knows the consequence of rejecting
that life source and does not want anyone to
face that slow withering.
We are a unique branch - we have a choice
where to be attached. Where do we draw life
from? What kind of fruit is it producing? What
do we spend our time at? Do “love, joy, peace,
patience, etc.” result from these times? Jesus
can be in many activities, but are we finding
him there? Are we producing fruit that looks
different than the rest of the world? In our
world of tension, strife, violence, mistrust, and
hate, the fruit of the spirit would be a beautiful
oasis. We can only provide that if we spend
time and draw life from a different source. So
what do you draw life from? How much time to
you spend in that? Ask… and you shall
receive.
Peace,
Pastor K

Bowling Adventure!
January 13th 1:45 - 4 pm

BVCOB families
with kids in our KidConnection Ministry
(birth - 5th grade) are invited to
our Bowling Afternoon!
You can bring the older ones as well!

Come out for bowling, fellowship and fun!

Location: Lewisburg Lanes
Look for sign-ups at the Children’s tables
coming in December
Teresa Chambers for the Children’s Ministry

Have You Purchased a WEIS CARD?
The Weis Gift card program has been a
great success. You get to spend 100% of your
money on groceries and the profits still go to
the “Building for Ministry” fund.

From Your Lead Pastor,
Operation Christmas Child

Power Outage?
As I write this letter my home is out of
power and it has been that way for about an
hour. It likely has to do with the snow storm
that hit yesterday and last night. Thankfully my
computer battery was fully charged so I have
some time to get some work done. There are
a lot of things that you can’t do in the house
when the power is out. Life is just not as
interesting in some ways when the power is
out. Sure, there are outdoor things to do and
reading is still available but without power life is
limited. The same thing is true in our lives
regarding spiritual power. God has revealed to
us that each of His children is indwelt with the
Holy Spirit who brings power into our lives.
This power can be used to make life full and
interesting.
This power can be used to
accomplish the things that God desires for
each of us. When we don’t utilize the power
that has been given to us our life is limited. I
pray that you allow the power of the Holy Spirit
to live within you and to flow through your
words and your deeds. “Plug in” to the power
that is in you and allow God to use you in His
way.
If you feel like you are living in a spiritual
“power outage”, I’d like to talk to you about
that. Perhaps we can help one another.
God Bless,
Pastor Eric

¡Gloria a Dios!
An exploratory committee is being formed
to look into the possibility of planting a Spanish
speaking church, possibly in the Selinsgrove
area. If you feel led to be a part of this
committee, please contact Pastor Eric or Sarah
Hockenbrocht.
Jo Hurst

There are 493 shoeboxes on their way to
children around the world because of your
generous help in gathering the needed items!
The children not only receive some needed
supplies, but also toys and special items.
But...most importantly they receive the Gospel
in their own language!! Praise God as the
Message spreads!

BUNCHING?
Finance team asked about tax deduction
bunching: A member asked the finance team
if tax deduction bunching would create a
burden on church recordkeeping.
While
Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren (BVCOB)
is offering no tax advice, the team recognizes
that because of the 2018 tax law changes and
higher standard deductions some taxpayers
may choose to use the bunching strategy and
is being proactive in the following way.
To avoid our offering numbers and financial
statements showing large ups and downs from
one year to the next the church will maintain a
designated fund for prepaid church offerings.
We routinely use designated funds for many
things like accumulation of funds for our
Westernport Mission or Dominican trip. Funds
are collected and held until they are utilized.
Members who contribute all or part of their
2019 offerings in 2018 will simply have their
funds held by the church in the designated
fund and placed into 2019 general fund
offerings throughout the year maintaining the
integrity of the contribution and our financial
recordkeeping.
Questions can be directed to Jake Myer our
church Treasurer or Jim Brubaker, Finance
Ministry Team leader.
The Finance Ministry Team

Westernport 2019
That’s right 2019!!
We are already
thinking about the upcoming Mission trip to
Westernport, MD.
What a wonderful
opportunity to be the hands and feet of
Jesus to those less fortunate!! The week
planned is July 13 to 19. More information
will be coming soon.
Vicki Bastian

Advent Celebrations
Weekly children’s story and
advent gifts provided
each Sunday of Advent:
December 2nd, 9th, 16th
and 23rd during both
Worship Services (8 am &10:30 am)
Advent Acts of Kindness
Kindness cost nothing-- we will encourage
you to focus on acts of kindness during Advent.
It will be a great learning experience. Have fun
and enjoy making people happy!
Spread the Word - Encourage other people
to join in and become happiness heroes
Teresa Chambers for the Children’s Ministry

Those Words Just Keep on Lasting…
Our sermon series on John chapters 14 17 will continue through the month of
November. In fact, we will probably move into
the New Year with this series.
I have been challenged with the way that
the presence of the Holy Spirit is intended to
change my life. I feel like I live too many of my
days living on my own power and out of my
own desire. I’m thankful that God’s Word
moves me to accept God’s activity in my life
and to rely on Him. I hope you will do the
same. If you’d like to read ahead I suggest
reading chapter 17 and thinking about how this
prayer of Jesus applies to your life today.
Pastor Eric

When you get right down to it
The only thing that matters is Jesus
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