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Study

Open with prayer and then read Romans 12:17-21.

1. These instructions in Roman 12:17-21 can be compared

to the teachings of Jesus in Matthew 5:43-47.

Matthew 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'You
shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I
say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who
love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren
only, what do you do more than others? Do not even
the tax collectors do so? NKIV

How would your personal world be changed if the
principles about “love of enemy” as described by Jesus
and Paul were generally carried out by you and by all who
you daily interact with?

While paying back evil for evil is often our initial
emotional impulse to wrongdoing toward us, Paul implies
in vs. 17 that our actions are noticed by others. When
has your witness for Christ been affected, either because
you returned evil for evil, or because you returned good
for evil?

It can be very difficult to move into the active
engagement of doing good for your enemy. What are you
most likely to do when faced with an act of ‘evil’ toward
you?

a. actively seek to return evil
b. quietly retaliate (a.k.a. passive/aggressive actions)

c. passively ignore/turn your back/block
d. actively seek to return good

Throughout these verses (Rom. 12:17-21) we are not
called to retaliate, nor are we called to passively ignore
evil done against us, but rather to actively do something
good for our ‘enemy’ in the face of evil. Give examples of
active engagement of doing good in exchange for evil.

In verse 18 Paul acknowledges that it takes more than
one person in a relationship to have a peaceful
relationship. When have you not done all you can do to
bring peace to a volatile situation or relationship? Is there
something you can do to follow this command in verse
18 more faithfully?

Verse 19 indicates that we are not to take the place of
God, becoming the judge and purveyor of punishment,
but rather we should be patient and allow God to exercise
His role of judgement in His time. What should be our
attitude and actions toward the offending party as we
allow for God’s wise judgement to be completed?

Prov. 25:21-22 is quoted in verse 20, indicating that
when we do good toward the one doing evil to us, shame
and discomfort is heaped on the head of the evil-doer. In
today’s social/political/religious climate, are people
sufficiently ashamed of doing evil in order for Godly
behavior to have an impact changing the heart of the
ungodly person?

Where in your life must evil be overcome? What good will
you employ to overcome it?

CLOSE YOUR TIME WITH PRAYER FOR ONE ANOTHER.



